2OO                          THE  REFORMATION

under the leadership of Robert Ket, a tanner, the
East became more and more inflamed and a species
of government was established at the " Oak of
Reformation," near Norwich (1540). Eventually, the
Council forced Somerset to act, and Warwick was
sent to crush the rebellion, after Lord Northampton
had been defeated. The new general performed his
work well, and his victorious return to London was
the signal for the fall of Somerset.

Warwick succeeded to the authority of his rival,
though without the title of Protector, but there was
no improvement in the government. Boulogne,
incapable of resisting any longer, was sold to the
French, the currency was still further depreciated,
and the violent Reformation went on. The execu-
tion of Somerset and an attempt to compel the
Princess Mary to give up the Mass, which was foiled
by the intervention of Charles V., made Warwick
thoroughly unpopular, and as he had identified him-
self entirely with the Protestant cause, he realised
that the death of Edward VI. and the accession of his
sister would be the signal for his own execution. He
therefore conceived the idea of transferring the crown
to the descendants of Mary, daughter of Henry VII.,
whose representative was Lady Jane Grey, a Pro-
testant, and the wife of Lord Guildford Dudley, a son
of the Duke of Northumberland, to which title
Warwick had now been exalted. In this attempt he
had the support of Cranmer and the Reformers, who
saw that their newly-acquired advantages would be
lost if the Catholic Mary succeeded. Those advan-
tages were considerable, for both Somerset and his